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Middle school faculty and parents joined in celebrating 
the advancement of 213 eighth-grade students, who will meet 
more rigorous academic challenges upon entrance into the high 
school, during the annual Crossing-Over Ceremony held on 
June 8 in the gymnasium.

Principal Dawn Matrochano encouraged the students to 
take a break to reflect on those who had helped them along the 
way. “Life is not a race, but a journey,” she said. “Make every 
second count.” 

After Kelly Taggart led the Pledge of Allegiance, students 
Seth Braum, Alexa Gottlieb and Kaylee Tate reflected on 
memories during their tenure at the middle school. Eighth-
grader Nicholas Bifone reflected on what to expect at the high 

school, encouraging 
his peers to “continue 
to take risks and 
believe everything is 
possible.”

Following the 
ceremony, the 
freshmen-to-be 
attended a dance, 
where they had 
the opportunity to 
congratulate their 
peers and say goodbye 
for the summer break. 

Forest Lake, Mandalay 
and Wantagh elementary 
school fifth-graders marked 
an important academic 
milestone as they attended 
individual moving-up 
ceremonies, held in the high 
school auditorium. The 
celebrations were punctuated 
with photo montages and video 
presentations, in addition to 
special musical performances 
that added to the sentimental 
occasions. 

Principals Dr. Randee 
Bonagura, Anthony Ciuffo and 
Marie Pisicchio congratulated 
the students on this academic 
accomplishment and assured 
them that they are equipped 
with the tools to succeed in 
middle school. 

Upon conclusion of the 
ceremonies, the students  
joined family members and 
peers for refreshments, at 
which time they thanked their 
teachers and said goodbye to 
classmates until the fall. 

Class of 2025 Moves UpCrossing Over to 
Higher Learning
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Meet Wantagh’s
Top Graduates

Michael hennig, Valedictorian

college: cornell UniVersity – Pre-Med

oliVia ZUkoWski, salUtatorian

the UniVersity of MiaMi

ecosysteM science and Policy 
and Political science

Following years of dedication and 
determination, Michael Hennig was 
named valedictorian of the Wantagh 
Class of 2018.

In addition to acquiring the 
highest grade point average among 
his peers, Michael is an Advanced 
Placement Scholar with Distinction 
and the recipient of an Advanced 
Placement Capstone Program 
Diploma. He also earned the 
President’s Award for Outstanding 
Educational Excellence and is a 
recipient of the Board of Education 
Paideia Award for Leadership, 
Scholarship and Service.  

Michael was co-president of the 
National Honor Society, president 
of the National Science Honor 
Society and a member of the Foreign 
Language Honor Society. He served 
as a class officer and was a participant 
on the Science Olympiad team, 
which advanced to the New York 
State competition in Syracuse this 
spring. Michael was also a member 
of the Rube Goldberg team and 

spent each 
summer of 
his high 
school 
years at 
Stony 
Brook 
University, where he performed 
research. In addition, he played on 
the boys varsity volleyball team. 

Along with his love for science, 
Michael was a Nassau Music 
Educators Association All-County 
trumpeter, co-president of the 
school’s Band Council and a member 
of the Tri-M Music Honor Society.  

After a recent meeting with 
Michael, Assistant Superintendent for 
Instruction Dr. Marc Ferris described 
him as not only possessing a flawless 
academic record and a strong work 
ethic, but also a passion for music, a 
love of family and a desire to lead a 
productive life. 

“The world today is a fast-
moving and challenging place,” Dr. 
Ferris said. “Often, we see too much 
evidence of people focusing on all the 

wrong things. Michael Hennig is 
a young man focused on all of 

the right things.”

In addition to acquiring the 
second-highest grade point average 
in her class, Olivia Zukowski had 
the unique distinction of serving 
as class president for four years, 
a first in Wantagh High School 
history. She was also one of three 
co-presidents of the school’s 
Government Organization, 
through which she also served as a 
Board of Education liaison. 

Olivia’s academic record 
is extraordinary. She is an 
Advanced Placement Scholar 
and the recipient of an Advanced 
Placement Capstone Diploma, the 
Superintendent’s Excelsior Award 
for Achievement and Dedication 
and the President’s Award 
for Outstanding Educational 
Excellence. She acquired perfect 
or near-perfect scores on all 13 
Regents exams as well as in 14 
honors, five college-level and nine 
AP courses, which includes earning 
a final grade of 100 percent in both 
AP Capstone courses.

Fluent in three languages, 
Olivia was president of the World 
Language Honor Society and vice 
president of the National Honor 
Society. Her true passion lies in the 
area of science research, having  

 
 
 

performed environmental 
sustainability research at Hofstra 
University and heart research with 
Northwell Health, which was 
published by the American College 
of Cardiology. Olivia presented 
her research at the New York State 
Science Congress and traveled to 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, to 
work with students from around 
the world on environmental 
sustainability. She was also a 
Science Olympiad participant and 
a member of the National Science 
Honor Society.

Assistant Principal James 
Brown described Olivia as 
“passionate, conscientious and 
invested.” He said Olivia is a “true 
academic who believes in the 
value of quiet diligence and the 
wonder of the scholarly world. 
She is eager, but never 
rushed, and down-to-
earth and friendly, 
yet worldly and 
wise.”

Congratulat ions!



Enters a New Life Chapter
The district’s 63rd annual 

commencement exercises returned 
to Lawrence Field on June 21, as 
247 seniors processed to their 
seats while the high school band, 
under the baton of band director 
Danilo Aviles, played the familiar 
“Pomp and Circumstance.”

After the presentation of the 
colors by Zachary Moussa, Bryan 
Murphy and Samuel Sloves 
and a flag salute by General 
Organization co-presidents Anna 
Browne, Katherine Gifford and 
Olivia Zukowski, senior student 
conductors Nancy Ambrosio, 
Matthew Hanauer and Karen 
Kawecki led the band for the last 
time during the playing of the 
national anthem.

High School Principal Carolyn 
Breivogel told the Class of 
2018 that they have been “true 
Warriors” in their academic 
strengths and extracurricular 
endeavors. “Take the lessons 
learned here and do amazing 
things,” she said.

Superintendent of Schools 
John C. McNamara reminded 
the graduates that as they leave 
Wantagh, their “canvas is again 
blank.” He added, “Paint a 
beautiful picture with your life. This 
is your time. This is your moment. 
I know you will make our district 
proud.” 

Board of Education President 
Kera McLoughlin said she has 
confidence in the direction of the 
world based on the graduates’ 
character. “I’ve seen you kids these 
days, and I see hope. I don’t worry 
about the future.”

Salutatorian Olivia Zukowski took 
the podium and encouraged her 
peers to “use their passion to find 
their own path,” while valedictorian 
Michael Hennig challenged the 
graduates “to not get caught up 
in the little things,” but “to enjoy 
making memories.”

Congratulations to the  
Class of 2018! 

The Class of 2018



Enters a New Life Chapter
Diplomas granted: 245
Graduation rate: 99%
Students attending higher 
education: 97%
Total Advanced Regents 
diplomas with honors: 31%
Total Advanced Regents 
diplomas: 49%
Total Regents diplomas: 
19%
Class of 2018 scholarship 
offerings: approximately 
$2.8M  

Wantagh Dollars for 
Scholars Scholarship 
Recipients: Anna Browne, 
Roxana Cardoza, Samantha 
Cashton, Katherine Gifford, 
Matthew Hanauer, Michael 
Hennig, Nina Inayan, Emily 
Kalinoglu, Julianna King, 
Benjamin Schablin, Sarah 
Valvo, Kyleigh Watson and 
Olivia Zukowski
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